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WHATS ON

ONGOING

Tue: Don’tknow your cobrafromyour
sphinx? Thenit’stimetofindoutinan
alfresco Yogainthe Square classinjune,
Julyand August provided by Paddington
Now BID and Live Karma Yoga. 10am-
11am. FREE. Norfolk Square Gardens,
W2 1RU. paddingtonnow.co.uk.

Wed & Fri: Marvel at Paddington’s Fan
Bridge, which unfoldslike a Japanese
hand fan twice aweekatnoon. FREE.
Merchant Square, W2 1AJ. 020 7298
2455. merchantsquare.co.uk.

Fri: Listen to the Great Western Railway
Paddington Band perform Mozartand pop.
7.30pm-9pm. FREE. Paddington Station,
W2. paddingtonrailwayband.co.uk.

Hire an electric GoBoatand glide down
the canal withyour friends and a picnic.
From £85. Merchant Square, W2 1AS.
0203887 6955. goboat.co.uk.

Go paddleboarding with Active 360,
which also offers natural history tours.
Paddington Basin, W2.020 3393 5360.
active360.co.uk.

Visitthe shop dedicated to Paddington™
Bearinside Paddington Station, then
set off onthe Pawprint Trail to look for
statues of him. How many canyou find?
W2 1HB. paddingtonnow.co.uk.

Learntoknitorimproveyour Englishin
aclassatalocal church.Someare free.
GrandJunction at St Mary Magdalene
Church, Rowington Close, W2 5FT.
0207266 8258. grandjunction.org.uk.

Practise your ballroom moves at
DanceArt. 1 Chilworth Mews, W2 3RG.
0207402 0822. danceartlondon.com.

6 EXPLORE PADDINGTON

Watching a rubber duck race, rowing in
a dragon boat contest and dancing to a
DdJ on a floating park are just some of the
capers you can get up to this summer

Struggle to switch off? Ata ‘sound bath’
at Crystal Sound Lounge, a practitioner
willtap crystal bowls to emit a soothing
soundto sendyoutosleep. 57 Conduit

Mews, W2 3RE. crystalsoundlounge.com.

Setup byawarcorrespondent, The
Frontline Club hosts talks, seminarsand
photography exhibitionsin honourofthe
founder’scolleagueswho diedinthe
line of duty. 13 Norfolk Place, W2 1Q).
0207046 7065. frontlineclub.com.

JUNE

9 Jun: After starringin herown BBC
sitcomand supporting Elton Johnon
tour, Lulu McClatchy is performing her
all-singing, all-dancing comedy show
SuperGirly—Return of the Pop Princess
to Canal Café Theatre. Expectkiller
vocals, outrageous lyricsand sharp
witsetto pop hits. 7.30pm. £14-£16.
Delamere Terrace, W2 6NG. 020 7289
6054. canalcafetheatre.com.

10-11)un: Originalmusic scoresand
professional actors bring string
marionettesto life aboardthe
Puppet Theatre Barge, which
was establishedin 1982. Its
latest show, The Town Mouse
andthe Country Mouse,
issuitable foroverthrees.

The barge willbe moored

in Little Venice until

25June, afterwhichit

willvisit Abingdon-on-
ThamesandRichmond
—somake sureyouand
yourkids catchithere while
youstillcan. 11am & 2pm.

Child £9; adult £13. Little
Venice, opposite 35 Blomfield
Rd, W9 2PF.020 7249 6876.
puppetbarge.com.

Listen to
live music
on Floating
Pocket Park

13,20 & 27 Jun: Bend yourbody

and perhapsyourmindinafloating
bootcamp with WildCat Fitnessand
James Colebrook.Book through
Eventbrite. 6pm-7pm. FREE. For details,
see Merchant Square.

15,22 & 29 Jun: Sip drinks on a floating
barto chilled-out tunes mixed by D)
Lordah atLockhouse every Thursday
inJune.5pm-8pm. FREE.

Fordetails, see Merchant Square.

15,22 & 29 Jun: Take ascreen breakin
yourlunchbreak and attend a music
concertevery Thursdayinjune. FREE.
Fordetails, see Merchant Square.

18Jun: Treatyour dad to anew Father’s
Day afternoon tea with single malt
whiskies at Roseate House London.
£40pp. 3Westbourne Terrace, W2 3UL.
0207479 6600. roseatehotels.com.

19 Jun-20 Aug: A charity that supports
youngwheelchairusersisblazing atrail
by creating a step-free route around

Paddingtonandbeyondthat’s
scattered with sculptures depicting
achildren’scartoon character
(pictured left). Whizz-Kidz will place
56 six-foot Morph sculptures fromthe

eponymous’70s TV showalong
Morph’s Epic Art Adventure,
afree publicarttrail that
willweave from the City of
London, alongthe South
Bankandin Paddington.
morphsadventurelondon.com.

20)Jun:StJames’s Church hosts
lunchtime concerts, asregular
readers of Explore Paddington
willalready know. Don’t

miss pianist Lucy



©WHIZZ-KIDZ AND MORPH'S ADVENTURE LONDON; CINEMA SCREEN © MERCHANT SQUARE

DJ ON FLOATING POCKET PARK © MERCHANT SQUARE: CRYSTAL SOUND LOUNGE
© CRYSTAL SOUND LOUNGE; RUBBER DUCK RACE © MERCHANT SQUARE: MORPH

Relax at a sound bath at
Crystal Sound Lounge

Barratt play Mozart, Poulenc and
Franck. 1pm. FREE. Sussex Gardens,
W2 3UD. 0207262 9976.
stjamespaddington.org.uk.

21Jun:Celebrate International Yoga
Daywith a flow sessiononthe lawn.
Take yourown mat. 6pm-7pm. FREE.
Fordetails, see Merchant Square.

From 24 Jun: Celebrate well-loved
performers from the worlds of film,
theatre, operaand pop, such asWhitney
Houston, through photography and
costumesin the V&A’s DIVA exhibition,
whichrunsuntil 7 April 2024. Adult £20.
CromwellRd, SW7 2RL.vam.ac.uk.

26 Jun: Show your pride for Paddington
on Take Pride in Paddington Day, and
spruce up your shop front or front
garden ahead of summer.
paddingtonnow.co.uk.

26-30)Jun: World Wellbeing Week
isanannual, international event which
encourages activitiesthatenhance
physical, mentaland emotional

health. Thisyear, PaddingtonNow BID
isencouraging people to be active

and aware andto connect, give and
learn something new to keep their
wellbeingintact. Check the website
fordaily activities. paddingtonnow.co.uk.

29 Jun: Help supporttheartsby
listening to the Somali-British Poet
Laureate Momtaza Mehriread her
tenderand satirical debut poetry
collection Bad Diaspora Poems, which
isinfluencedby displacementinthe
Horn of Africaduring the 19th and

20th centuries. 7.30pm-8.30pm.

Child £5; adult £8. For details, see Grand
Junction at St Mary Magdalene Church.

Watch a rubber
duckrace

JULY

3-16Jul: Cheeronthe Wimbledon
competitorsasyousnackon M&S
strawberriesand watch amatchon
thebigscreen. 1pm-9pm. FREE.
Fordetails, see Merchant Square.

4 & 11 )ul: WildCat FitnessandJames
Colebrook putyou throughyourpaces
atabootcamp on Floating Pocket Park.
Book through Eventbrite. 6pm-7pm.
FREE. For details, see Merchant Square.

6-8Jul: Watchthe newtheatre
performance, Olive Jar, which celebrates
westLondon’s Middle Easternand North
African communities. The showis
suitable for Englishand Arabic speakers.
Daily 8.30pm. 8]Jul: 4.30pm. Child £6;
adult £12. Fordetails, see GrandJunction
at St Mary Magdalene Church.

6,13,20 & 27 Jul: Orderasummery
cocktail onafloating barin Paddington
Basin. For details, see Merchant Square.

11 )ul: Listentothe San Marco Chamber
Music Society, which hascomeallthe
way from Florida to perform the likes of
BeethovenandElgarinachurch. 1pm.
FREE. Fordetails, see StJames’s Church.

27 Jul: Quack, quack! Paddington’s
rubberduckraceis back, with coveted
prizesincluding a pair of Eurostar tickets
ifyourduckisfirsttomakeitoverthe
finishingline.Onthe same dayyoucan
cheeronpeopleinfancydressasthey
participateinanannualdragon boat
race.Both eventsaimtoraise funds

for COSMIC, a charity which supports
childreninintensive care at StMary’s
Hospital. Noon-2pm. FREE, donation
encouraged. Fordetails, see Merchant
Square. Donate via cosmiccharity.org.uk.

Don’tforgetto share your
photoswithus

#ExplorePaddington ¥ @inpaddington
inpaddington f inpaddington
Bdmagazin addingtonnow.co.uk

AUGUST
1,8,15,22&29 Aug: James Colebrook
isonamissionto getyoufitinafloating
bootcamp every Tuesday. Willyourise
tothe challenge? 6pm-7pm. FREE.
Fordetails, see Merchant Square.

10 Aug: Overfiveswilllove Breathe, a
musical puppetshow that takesthemon
ajourneyfromthe perspective ofanacorn
—fromthe bustling forest floorto dazzling
icy branches. 11am & 2pm. Pay whatyou
can. Fordetails, see Grand Junction at

St Mary Magdalene Church.

...AND ACTION!
2,9&16Aug,6&13$ep;Got "
strawberries, pimm’'sanda blanket?
Thensettle downtowatch afilm c’m
abigscreenon MerchantSquare's
n.Comingup,you cantakeyour
pickfromthe 2004 hitteen comedy
Mean Girls, starring Lindsay LOha?
(2 Aug);the 2006 drama The Devi
Wears Prada, whichisaboutan .
aspiring]ournalist © Aug),'andtHe o
1999 teenromance 10‘Thmgsl a
aboutYou('léAug),whllefupnyman
will Ferrell returnsto thebig screen
asRon Burgundyin Anchorman )
neartheendofthe month (30AUg)-
Meanwhile, Septembersees Rees;le
Witherspoon starasthe charmlnﬁ
Woodsinthe 2001 comedy Legally
de (6 Sep).Round of‘fsummer.
mofunderdogsin
Underdog Story,
fmisfits
mentto

law!

Blon
cheeringonatea
Dodgeball:ATrue
which followsateamo
battlingitouttowin atourna

i (13 Sep).6pm-8pm-
savetheirgym antSquare.

FREE. Fordetails,se€ Merch
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WHATSNEW

It’s all change in Paddington, and not just at the station. W2 now has an Inner
Mongolian hot pot restaurant, gourmet coffee bars to rival Seattle and Melbourne,
and a revamped Norfolk Square Gardens, just in time for summer picnics

COFFEECULTURE
Knowyour arabicafromyour liberica? If
you like adaily cortado, optfora ristretto
onceinawhile orownanAeroPress,
thenyou’re abonafide coffee enthusiast.
Therefore,you’llbe pleased to hearthat
Treelogyisnowserving speciality coffee
underthe clockon Eastbourne Terrace.
Youcanalsograbacup of joe from
Frequency Coffee at The Point, in
Paddington Basin. Likewise, Brooklyn
hipsters Blank Street Coffee, which
opened mid-May, serves nutty cold
brewswithoutthe hefty price tag—
itkeeps costslow by operating from
compactspaces. Orderthroughthe
appifyou’reinahurry. Treelogy, 50
Eastbourne Terrace, W2 6LG.07778
307656; Blank Street Coffee, 159 Praed
St, W2 1RL; Frequency Coffee at The
Point, The Point, 37 North Wharf
Rd, W2 1AF. 0207813 7931.
thepointpaddington.com
Meanwhile, ifyou
arelucky enoughto
workin Paddington
Square, rumour
hasitlocal
favourite
Harrison’s
Coffeeisopening
asecondbranchin

8 EXPLORE PADDINGTON

The Exchange, nearitsreceptionand
offices. Grab a takeaway coffee or Chilean
snacks suchas alfajor(biscuitand caramel
sandwiches), served by its Chilean owners
whoare asfull of beans as the coffee they
serve.128-142 Praed St, W2 1DL.

TREATTIME

We getit. You've had along week at work
oryou’ve been pounding the pavements
sightseeingall day. Nowyoujustwant
asitdownandalittle treat.

Stepforward Merchant Square’s new
food trucks. Choose from KatsuKing’s
crispy chicken, Aloo Tama’sNepalese
Momo dumplingsand TuckaBurger’s
messy-but-worth-it patties. W2 1A/.
0207298 2455. merchantsquare.co.uk.

Now it’stime fordessert. With neon
scriptlightsandinteriorsas pink as
candyfloss, Venice Londonisbangon
trend—andits cakes areworks ofart.

16 Spring St, W2 3RA.020 7121 0003.
venicelondon.co.uk.

It’sallhappening on Spring Street. If
youdon’thave asweettooth, then treat
yourselftoacraftbeeratThe Bearinstead.
Run by school friends—the team behind
The Craft Beer Co.—itservessixrealales,
29 kegbeersand more than 200 bottled
beers. 27 Spring St, W2 1JA.
thebearpaddington.com.

WINE AND DINE
Paddington’s foodie sceneisas
multicultural asthe passengers
travellingtoand fromthe areaon
the Heathrow Express.

Craving Inner Mongolian? Thought
so—sodineonHappy Lamb Hot Pot’s
legendarylamb stew, made with 36
ingredients. Happy Lamb Hot Pot,
82-84 Bishop’s Bridge Rd, W2 6BB.
02072215537 happylambuk.com.

Ifyou'd prefer something more
familiar, then opt for pizza and pasta
atVapiano,which openedin December
2022.Take advantage of its Vappy Hour
—two forone cocktails between 3pm
and 6pm Monday to Thursday.

Youcanalsotry Europeandishes
atthe spruced-up townhouse
VelaBrasserie, whichfeaturesan
on-trend fauxleafy walland neonlights.

The Cork & Bottleisanothersmart
option,andithasreturnedtothe
area—bringingits 300-strong wine list
to The Frontline Club’srestaurant.
Vapiano, 50 Eastbourne Terrace, W2
3PX. 0207062 7743. uk.vapiano.com;
Vela Brasserie, 8-9 Sale Place, W2 1PH.
07389 715808. velabrasserie.co.uk;
Cork & Bottle at The Frontline Club,

13 Norfolk Place, W2 1QJ. 020 7046
7060. frontlineclub.com.



CORK&BOTTLE © CORK &BOTTLE; TUCKABURGER © MERCHANT SQUARE; TREELOGY © CREWE READ PHOTOGRAPHY: FREQUENCY COFFEE AT THE POINT © TISHMAN SPEYER; VAPIANO
©VAPIANO; BLANK STREET COFFEE © THE PADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP; THE GYM GROUP COURTESY OF THE GYM GROUP; VENICE LONDON © PADDINGTONNOW BID; NORFOLK SQUARE GARDENS
© PADDINGTONNOW BID; COMMUNITY SAFETY TEAM © PADDINGTONNOW BID; VELABRASSERIE © VELA BRASSERIE; THEBEAR© THE BEAR; HAPPY LAMBHOT POT © HAPPY LAMB HOT POT

Don’tforgetto share your photoswith us

#ExplorePaddington ¥ @inpaddington
inpaddington f inpaddington
(magazine@paddingtonnow.co.uk

WORKOUT

Paddington’s towpath, Floating Pocket
Parkandits proximity to Hyde Park make
exercising outside a pleasure, butifyoud
prefertoworkoutindoorsyou have that
option now, too. The Gym Group
isopen 24/7,soyou canlift
50kgdumbbellsat4am
shouldyouwish.

No-contract

membershipsalso

include unlimited free
classes(notat4am).

33 NorthWharfRd,

Merchant Square, W2

1LA. thegymgroup.com.

OUT AND ABOUT

Whenyou’re exploring Paddington
youmay spot PaddingtonNow
Business Improvement

District (BID)’s

Community Safety
Team.Aswellas having

new uniforms, the team

of four security

professionals have

increased responsibilities

The Beai so they carry handcuffsand
sometimes patrol with dogs. They
work with the police, Westminster
Council, property managersand
supportservicesto patrol the BID
five days aweek, 14 hours a day to
address anti-social behaviour such
aslittering and fly-tipping. If you
see them outandabout, give them
awave —theycanalso help with
directions orlocalrecommendations.
They patrol from 9amto 11pm
Tuesday to Saturday. 07719 529892.
paddingtonnow.co.uk.

The Gym
Group

AND FINALLY...

Keen-eyed localswill notice Norfolk
Square Gardens has freshly laid turf,
justintime forsummer picnics.
0203145 1212. paddingtonnow.co.uk.
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When the 22km stretch of the
Grand Union Canal known as the
Paddington Armopenedin 1801,
Paddingtonwasjustavillage
surrounded by meadows. Noone,
backthen, could haveimagined that
onedayit’d be hometo afloating
podcast studio, samba nights and
abarge with aweekly fondue night...
...Yetwhile swans, herons, geese
and coots canstillbe spottedinthe
water, justlikein 1801, and the grand
Regency mansions builtaround
Little Veniceremain—everything
else haschanged.

CANAL CULTURE

Thefloating podcast studio andradio

stationThe BoAt Pod in Little Venice

isjustone ofthe businessesthat show
thatPaddingtoniswellandtrulyinthe
21stcentury.

Keenradiolisteners cantunein to soul
by Bailey on the first Wednesday evening
ofthe month, presenter Alena Arpelson
the secondSunday afternoon of every
monthandjazz, punkand new wave
tunesfusedwith golden oldiestherest
ofthetime. Ifyou’re musically minded,
youcanalsorecordapodcastorD) mix.

More of afilmfan? Then clearyour diary
for Little Venice Film Festival (22 to 27
August). The festival aims to promote
budding filmmakers by championing
thework of underrepresented voices,
fromwomen tothe LGBTQ+community.

‘The BoAt
Pod

10 EXPLORE PADDINGTON

Ifyou have made afeature, animation,
documentary orshort, submititby 10
Julyforthe chancetowinanaward.The
bestentrieswillbe screenedat Canal
Café Theatre and GrandJunction at St
Mary Magdalene Church, with most
eventsdesigned toaccommodate
peoplewithdisabilities.

The BoAt Pod, Warwick Crescent, W2
6NE. 0207266 5248.theboatpod.com;
Little Venice Film Festival, W2.07570
243115. littlevenicefilmfestival.org.

TOURDEFORCE

Onceyou've posted The BoAt Pod on
Instagram, watched afilm at the festival
andloopedBrowning’sIslandin Little
Venice, thenit’llbe time to explore
furtherafield on one of the narrowboats
thatruntoursfromthe canaljunction
alongthe Regent’s Canalto Camden and
back.Alongthe wayyou’ll passthrough
the 248m-long Maida Hill Tunnel—which
was completedin 1816 —before drifting
through Regent’s Parkand past ZSL
London Zoo.

Jason’s Trip has been operating since
1951, onaboatdatingbackto 1906.
Ifyou’re a history buff, then thistour’s
foryou, asyour guide will provide live
commentary aboutthe canal’s history.

Prefertojustkickbackand unwind?
Thenhoponaboatwiththe London

Waterbus Company fora 90-minute
roundtripto Camden. All ofits boats have
large windows thatyou canopen, soyou
cantake photosalongthe way.

Ifyou’d preferamoreintimate
experience, thencharter Lady A.
Builtin 2004 inthe style of a traditional
narrowboat, the contemporary 13m by
2myvesselisideal for groups of eight,
althoughitcansqueezeinupto 10.
Whenthe sun’sshining, sitonthe front
deckoutside; acanopy and waterproof
curtains provide shelterin case of rain.

Withits heated seats and blankets,
GoBoat goesthe extramile—plusit’s
dog-friendly to boot. Pack a picnic, grab

Jason’sirip

GOBOAT © THE PADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP; THE BOAT POD © THE BOAT POD; JASON'S TRIP © EDWARD MOSS PHOTOGRAPHY;
DARCIE & MAY GREEN © THE PADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP; THE PRINCE REGENT © LONDON SHELL CO; THE CHEESE BARGE

©NICCRILLY-HARGRAVE PHOTOGRAPHY; THE GRAND DUCHESS © THE PADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP



‘The Grand Duchess

aselfie stickand some matesandyou’ll
be all setto captainyourown electric
boat.Since the firmlaunchedin 2017,
it'sbeenahitwithresidents andvisitors
who are keento hire one of its boats for
aone-hourjauntorthree-hourstint.
Onceyou’ve mastered the basics,
youcan glide along the water from
Paddington Basinto Camden Lock

and back.Ahoy there!

Jason’s Trip, opposite 42 Blomfield Rd, W9
2PF.jasons.co.uk; London Waterbus
Company, Waterbus Wharf, Browning’s

Darcie & May Green

Cheese Barge

Pool, Blomfield Rd, W9 2PF.
londonwaterbus.com; Lady A, opposite
34 Blomfield Rd, W9 2PF. 07899 800856.
canalandrivercruises.com; GoBoat,
Merchant Square, W2 1AS. 020 3887
6955. goboat.co.uk.

ALLABOARD
Onceyou have explored you will be
ready to eat,andwhenitcomesto

stylish dining spots, Paddington delivers.

Ifyouwantto push the boat out, then
The Prince Regentisthe obvious
choice, asithostsintimate lunchand
dinnercruisesto Camden. Its static
sisterrestaurant, The Grand Duchess,
has capacity for 40, with more seatson
the towpath each summer. Insideisall
portholes, stripy navy and white blinds
and awhite-washedwooden ceiling,
while onyour plate you can expect
dishes such asraywing, confitonions
and chicken butter.

The Prince Regent

Head chefSaraLewisat The Cheese
Bar’s Cheese Barge meanwhileis
launching anew summermenuinjune,
stayingtrue toits British cheese ethos
—visit Tuesday to Friday noon till 3pm
to take advantage of its two-course set
lunch (E15).Sitonits newly redecorated
roofterrace and pairyour lunch with
aglassof Piquepoul rosé fromits new
drinks menu. More of a cocktail drinker?
Floral Gin Fizzblends East London
Liquor Co Kew Gardens’ ginwith
Prosecco, elderflowerand lime.

Here’shopingwe’llbeinforanother
Indian summer, butifautumn doescome
early,then The Cheese Bargeis prepared.

Inthe lastweek of October, it will
relaunchitsweekly Fondue Thursday
event, whichwill run until March 2024.
You'llgetto try two house fondues and
athird guestcollaborationfondue
—in2022itteamed up with the Japanese
ramenjoint Bone Daddies and Jay
Morjaria of My Million Pound Menu fame
to bringyuzu fondue, bananaketchup
porkbelly skewers and truffle sliders,
sowe have high hopesforwhat this
year’smenu will provide.

Look outforastatement-making
pair of boats covered with bespoke
artwork by the ‘godfather’ of British pop
art, Sir Peter Blake. Darcie & May Green
servejuicy burgers, such asavegan patty
with sweet Korean barbecue sauce,
pickled ginger, burntaubergine and
arich cashew cream. Ifyou think that
sounds tempting, thenwait tillyou try
the Dirty Daisy, one of the boats’ most
popularbrunchdishes.

The Prince Regentand The Grand
Duchess, Sheldon Square, W2 6PY.
07553 033636.londonshellco.com;
The Cheese Barge, Sheldon Square,
W2 6DL. 07862 001418.thecheesebar.
com; Darcie & May, Sheldon Square,
W2 6DS. 0203935 9045.
daisygreenfood.com.
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l.ocals:

After a Peruvian breakfast and an alfresco yoga class in the sunshine,
mingle with your neighbours over an ice-cold Taiwanese taro drink

12 EXPLORE PADDINGTON

At ,swapyour
morning mueslifor a freshly made crusty marraqueta
roll—the perfectaccompanimentto a Chilean coffee.
3Spring St, W2 3RA.

Practise sunsalutationsinthe great
outdoorsina session. They take
place every Tuesday throughoutjune, July and August.
10am-11am. FREE. Norfolk Square Gardens, W2 1RU.
paddingtonnow.co.uk.

Joinyournewyoga pals orinvite a neighbour
foraniced milk teafrom T4. Take your pick from
Taiwanese taro or mulberry, and give East Asia’s herbal
grassjellyagoifyou’re feeling adventurous. 4b Praed
St, W2 1JX.0207258 7488.t4.co.uk.

Graze on sharing plates such as stuffed
vine leaves dunked into creamy cucumberand mint
yoghurtorbeetrootand fetadip atthe Turkish
restaurant .6 Spring St, W2 3RA.

0208306 6278. hayatrestaurant.co.uk.

Take apewandunwind ataclassical concert
in ,whichhostsregular
performancesatlunchtime. 1pm-2pm.FREE. Sussex
Gardens, W2 3UD. stjamespaddington.org.uk.

Have acheeky afternoon pintat S
swish countertop, which is made from kevazingo
wood sourced from West Africa. The newcomer
specialisesin craftbeersourced from small,
independentproducers. 27 Spring St, W2 TJA.
thebearpaddington.com.

Feast onwasabiprawn dumplings and
Peking duck at .8Sheldon Square,
W2 6EZ.0207289 7000. pearlliang.co.uk.

was designed for
sizzling summer nights. Head to its rooftop bar or
squeeze ontoacommunal table beneath the pergola.
5Kingdom St, W2 6PY. pergolapaddington.com.

HARRISON’S COFFEE © SARAH RICHES; YOGA IN NORFOLK SQUARE GARDENS © PADDINGTONNOW BID; HAYAT © SARAH RICHES;

STJAMES’S CHURCH © STJAMES'S CHURCH; THE BEAR© THE BEAR; PERGOLA PADDINGTON © JACK PASCO



VENICELONDON © SARAH RICHES; "PADDINGTONSCAPE” & FOUNTAINS ABBEY © PADDINGTONNOW BID; GOBOAT ©

GOBOAT; FLOATING POCKET PARK © MERCHANT SQUARE; ITALIAN GARDENS © SHUTTERSTOCK

ITINERARIES

Visitors: plan your day

Don a cap and charter your own boat along the Grand Union Canal before

circling Hyde Park with your family or friends

@)A M Kick startyour day with eggs Florentine at
Venice London. 16 Spring St, W2 3RA.020 7121
0003. venicelondon.co.uk.

@)u ;%@A\ M Grab atakeaway coffee from Gail’s

before youembark onamorning stroll. Paddington
Basin, W2 1LA. gailsbread.co.uk.

ﬂ @/A\ M Say good morningto ourbelovedlocal
celebrity Paddington™ Bearand hisnew friends
“The PaparazziDogs,” aset of bronze sculptures
by theartists Gillieand Marc. They’llbe in Norfolk
Square Gardens fromJuneto December. W2 1RU.
paddingtonnow.co.uk.

ﬂﬂ /A\ M Hire anelectric GoBoat from Paddington
Basinand glide down the canal to Little Venice. You
can captainthevesselyourself—no experience
required—and continue to Regent’s Park, Camden
Lockandback. Merchant Square, W2 1AS.
0203887 6955. goboat.co.uk.

12 o 3@ P M How doesJapanese sticky fried

chickenwith toasted sesame seeds, chilli, spring
onionsand Korean barbecue sauce sound?Eatit
inthebeergardenat Fountains Abbey,anold-
school pubbuiltin 1823. 109 Praed St, W2 1RL.
02077232364.greeneking-pubs.co.uk.

2 P M Spendafewhoursbaskinginthe sunshineas
yourestonthe Floating Pocket Park. Merchant Square,
W2 1AJ.0207298 2455. merchantsquare.co.uk.

44 P M Strollaroundtheltalian Gardensin Hyde
Park.Gardeners created the ornamental pondinthe
1860s, inspired by Queen Victoria’ssummerhome on
theIsle of Wight. 0300067 2000. royalparks.org.uk.

7 P M Make the most of thelong nightsand dine
inthebeergardenat The Monkey Puzzle.We’llhave
the house sharing board followed by hot cookie dough
withice cream, please. 30 Southwick St, W2 1JQ.
02077230143.themonkeypuzzlepub.co.uk.

@) P M Sinkinto avelvet sofa surrounded by vintage
leather suitcasesasyou sip London-inspired cocktails
at 146 Paddington,ahotel barnextto Paddington
Station. Hilton London Paddington, 146 Praed St,

W2 1EE. hilton.com.

What’s your favourite place in Paddington?
#ExplorePaddingtonmagazine@paddingtonnow.co.uk
¥ @inpaddington@ inpaddington g inpaddington
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PUBLIC ART

A host of new murals, installations and
sculptures designed to spark conversations

have transformed Paddington into an
outdoor gallery. thvestigates

Fourth Plinth commissionin Trafalgar Square or
ArcelorMittal Orbit’s “*Helter Skelter” in Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park, outdoor artworks are an easy
meeting pointand bring colour, texture and asense
of playfulnessto oururban environment.
Paddingtonisahotspotfor public art commissions by
international artistsinspired by its past. Strollaround the
neighbourhood andyou’re confronted, time and again,
withinnovative sculptures, installations and murals
engaging with the neighbourhood’s unique history.
The area’slatest works willsoon be in Paddington
Square, anew piazza connectedto the station that’s
hometo shops, restaurants, offices and a mixed-use
building with the same name that’s designed by Renzo
Piano. Paddington Square will be home to four new
commissions—three permanentand one rotational.

| ) ublicart gets people talking. Whetherit’sthe
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CATHERINE YASS'S "NHS SWIMMERS”, 2022 © THE ARTIST: "SEE PADDINGTON”

©THE PADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP; THE SHOWROOM © CREWE READ

PHOTOGRAPHY; "THE PAPARAZZIDOGS” © THEARTIST

“The Paparazzi Dogs”

Who letthe dogs out? Gillie and Marc,
that’swho.The artists are hoping that
when theirfourbronze statues—

“The PaparazziDogs” —are placed

in Norfolk Square Gardens this summer,
they will get people talking—and
snapping photos.

The Britishand Australian duo have
garnereda global reputation for
sculptures depicting the natural world,
and “The PaparazziDogs” comesvia
Melbourne, Sydney, Shanghaiand
New York. The pieces will flank
“Paddingtonscape” —because we
allknow how much of a celebrity
Paddington™ bearis.

The Showroom

The publiccontemporary artspace The
Showroom, based near Paddington
Square, works to showcase critical
emerging and mid-careerartists
workinginthe UK. Itis partnering

with creativestolaunch aseries of
collaborative muralsat Tanner Lane,
situated between Paddington Square
and St Mary’s Hospital.

Kathrin Bohmwilllaunch the series
with a piece which asks:why dowe care
aboutart? Béhm exploredindividual
responses to this question through
poster-making workshops and created
amuralwhich drew onthe statements
curated by each contributor, projecting
the chorusoftheirvoices.

Bohm’swork will be followed by Long
Distance Press (Adam Shield and
Thomas Whittle), developed through
acollaborative processincluding
community engagementworkshops.
Theartworkcycle createsanew
contextfor The Showroom’s
programme in Paddington, allowing
awide audience of visitors, workers
andlocalresidents to enjoy and engage
with contemporaryartpractice.

Photographicinstallation
Ahomage tothe NHS, Catherine Yass will
be taking overa 24m-longwallon Tanner
Lane,onthe cornerof Winsland Street,
todeliveralarge-scale collaborative
photographicinstallation featuring and
celebrating the service’sworkers. The
position—adjoining St Mary’s Hospital
—isnocoincidence, as Yass likes to
explore therelationship between
public buildings and theiroccupants.

Clockwise from above:

“See Paddington”; The Showroom; “The
Paparazzi Dogs” by Gillie and Marc; Main
image: Catherine Yass’s “NHS Swimmers”.
Image indicative of the artist’s style and
ataster of what’s to come on Tanner Lane

The artistshot 10 NHS workers
individually ina custom-built glass pool.
Theimage to the left, *“NHS Swimmers”,
although notthe artwork thatwillbein
situ,isindicative of Catherine Yass’s style.

Monumental work

Another of the permanent pieces
thatwill be revealedwhenthe new
developmentopenslaterthisyearis
afreestandingmonumental 3D abstract
work, intended to be amemorable photo
opportunity and ameeting point
—sosoonyou may findyourselftelling
afriendtomeetyoubythe ‘tall bright
artwork’,and they’llknow exactly where
youmean.

The sculpture willstand onanew path
called The Street, tucked beneath the
firstfloor of the Paddington Square
building, nearitsentrance.

Thisworkisthe creative vision of the
Swiss-born, New York City-based artist
Ugo Rondinone, who has garnered
areputationforproducingfun,
site-specific public works that often
feature abstractfigures orrainbows,
clownsandtotempoles.

Itwillbe Rondinone’s first permanent
publicartworkinthe UK, although
you may be familiar with “Liverpool
Mountain”(2018),atemporary
10m-high totem of florescentrocks
that stands outside Tate Liverpool.

The piece earned deserved critical
acclaimwhenitwasunveiled.

Flying high
Like Rondinone’swork, the art produced
by American artist Pae White will feature
vibrant colours. The permanentwork will
be suspendedwithin the building and
willbevisible asyou travel fromthe new
London Underground stationinto the
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< Paddington Square building, and
fromvarious spotswithin the building
andsquare.

Basedin Los Angeles, White specialises
inbrightly colouredinstallations with
dynamictextures that transform
functional public areas. One of her best
knownworksis “The Magic Carpet” (2017)
—a100mlonglipstick red sculpture that
hangsabove an escalatorinthe departure
terminal of Berlin Brandenburg Airport.

“Abundance”

The Londonartistand designer Adam
Nathaniel Furmanwasbornin St Mary’s
Hospitalin Paddington.

Furman’s latest work, “Abundance”,
willbe showcased on South Walkway
whenSheldon Square’srevamped
amphitheatreisunveiled thissummer.

The permanentinstallation willadd
apop of colourtothe promenade’s
facade, promisingto brightenup the
days of office workers, locals and visitors
astheywalk from Paddington Station to
Kingdom Street, above Nuffield Health
Paddington, PretAMangerand Itsu.

Reminiscent of LizWest’s “Colour
Transfer” beneath the nearby Westway,
the 52mlongworkisinspired by the
amphitheatre’snew greenery. Mimicking
the hues of nature, it willbe arainbow
of greens, yellows, pinksandblues.

Theartwallwill consist of 74 panels
folded like ripples on the Grand Union
Canal,andinanodtoPaddington’s
industrial heritage, the work will be
made from sheets of aluminium. Adam
explains, “The artworkisinspired by
acombination ofthree things: the
coloursofanEnglish gardenall
throughoutthe year—specifically the
plantsintheamphitheatre—the sheet
pilesofthe buildingsin the surrounding
area,andthe elegantfolds of origami.”

“Real Time”

Justaroundthe corner from Paddington
Square, at 7.8mabove the entrance to
50Eastbourne Terrace, you’ll find “Real
Time,” a 12-hour film by the Dutch artist

16 EXPLORE PADDINGTON

and designer Maarten Baas that shows
amaninsideaclock paintingand
repairingits hands.

Theworkis partof aseries of “Real
Time” clocks that explores different
characters—mostly self-portraits—
playing with the physicality of clock time.
Baas presentedthree versions ofthe
ideaatthe Salone Del Mobile in Milan,
Italyin 2009; the Paddington version,
whichdebutedin 2021, was the UK’sfirst.

Baas says, “lwanted to make a typical
English clock, like the old onesyou seein
the streets.I'mwelldressed, inanice
suit,inthe style of Brunel. Every now and
thenlevenwearahatwhile 'm painting.”
Baasidentifiesasanartistmorethanas
adesignerbutit’simportantto himthat

Clockwise from top left:

“ThePaparazzi Dogs”; Maarten Baas’s
“Real Time” clock; Rona Smith’s “Abeona”;
“Preventing wildlife from becoming still
life”; “See Paddington” trail leading to
Paddington Square; “Colour Transfer”

by LizWest




PARTNERSHIP;"ABEONA"© CREWEREAD PHOTOGRAPHY; "PREVENTING WILDLIFE FROM

BECOMINGSTILLLIFE”© CREWE READ PHOTOGRAPHY;"SEE PADDINGTON”

“THEPAPARAZZIDOGS" © CREWE READ PHOTOGRAPHY:“REAL TIME” © THE PADDINGTON
©THEPADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP; “COLOUR TRANSFER” © THEARTIST

“Real Time”isaworking clock. “The fact
itindicatesthe correct time makes

the piece conceptually stronger,” he
explains. “It’saccessible foreverybody”.

“See Paddington”

Justasthe Paddington™ bear sculptures
dottedaroundthe areaareinspired by
achildren’stale, “See Paddington” also
hasaliterary flavour. The narrative trail
alongthe towpath connectsBishop’s
Bridge and South WharfRoad.

Curated by the poets]o Belland Sophie
Herxheimer, the poem brings together
stories of Paddingtonlocals, from
primary school childrenandlocal
politicians to hospitaland Heathrow
Expressstaffand progressively reveals
Paddington through acoordinated
package of interventions. There are
three themesto discover: Nature
highlightsthelocal naturalenvironment,
Heritage celebrates the archaeological
and scientific pioneers thathave made
asignificant contribution to Paddington
overtheyearsandPersonal Connections
uncovers everyday lifein Paddington
through the eyes of those who know
andlove the areamost.

“Abeona”
Sale Place, ashortstroll from South
Walkway, ishometoRonaSmith’s “Abeona”,
which graces the offices of advertising
firmJCDecaux. Installedin 2022, but five
yearsinthe making, the 15m-tall bronze
explores the notion of travel, taking
Paddington Station astheinspiration
behinditstrain track-like structure.
Smith explains, "The formis taken
directly from penandink drawings

PUBLIC ART

Imade of the railway switches at
Paddington Stationandit’s the sketched,
wavering penon paperthat givesthe
sculptureitsorganic quality.”

Itstitleiswellchosen, asitisareference
tothe Roman goddess of outbound
travel, aprotectoroftravellers,
particularly children.

“Iwanted to capture the thrill of the
startofan epicjourney, whetherthat
isinthe literal sense for example by rail
orplane, orinamore subtle, evocative
sense suchasachild’sfirststeps.” She
goeson, “lwantmembers of the public
torecognise the form oftrain tracks
withinthe sculpture and think about the
pathwaysand tracks thatconnectusin
ourwork,communities andrelationships.”

“Preventing wildlife

from becoming still life”
Smith’straintracks bring us full circle,
asanew mural by the British artist
Cindy Powellwasinstalled this spring
near the entrance to the Hammersmith
and City line at Paddington Station.

Originally 60cm by 75cm, Powell’s five
oil paintings were photographed then
printedonalarge scale.

Thework, which depicts a Great
Western Railway train and British wildlife,
highlights Network Rail’'scommitment
to protecting the environmentalongits
railway lines—the firm has vowed itsland
won’tlose any species from 2024, and to
increase biodiversity by the end of 2035.
It’sname, then—"Preventing wildlife
frombecomingstill life” —is perfectly apt.

Themuralisyetanother example of
the movingartyou can experience
while onthe move in Paddington.
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From detectives to DJs, Sarah Riches goes on
the beat to discover Praed Street’s creative past

Ifwalls could talk, Praed Street’s
buildings might whispersecrets from
The Clash’sfirst audition, aformer
saucy cinema or D) Count Suckle’s
legendary nightclub. But we’ll have

to make dowith peeling back the
wallpaperinstead—andthe layers of
history beneath reveal Praed Street’s
partincreating London’s literary, music
andfilm scene.

19105

Achapelisthe unlikely foundation for
an erotic cinema but Praed Street has
neverbeenonetotoetheline.ln 1910,
aformerplace of worship atnumber
Swas convertedinto a400-seat,
single-screen cinema.

Toppedwithilluminated domes,
Electric Theatre dazzled. While

new owners did away with the
domesinthe 1920s, theyintroduced
aresidentorchestratoaccompany
silent films, while newsreels were
favouredinthe waryears.By 1957,
the newly named Classic Cinemawas
screeningless salubrious films until
its closurein 1986. [t was transformed
into offices three years later.

18 EXPLORE PADDINGTON
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1920,

Itwas all happening
on Paddington’s main
thoroughfarein 1928,
when Dr Alexander
Fleming discovered
penicillin at St Mary’s
Hospital. The findingled to
Fleminginventing antibiotics
and being awarded a Nobel
Prize in Physiology or Medicine,
andtoday he’shonoured by a brown
plaque outside Alexander Fleming
Laboratory Museum on Praed Street.

That same year, author Cecil Street
put Praed Street on the literary map,
publishing The Murders in Praed
Streetunderthe pennameJohn
Rhode. The novel was the fourthin
agripping series about a serial killer
and an armchairdetective. The

murder mystery was such a hit that
itwas adaptedinto the Warner Bros.
film Twelve Good Menin 1936.

P T NP 7 Ty A o S
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{ Cecil Street wasn’t the only author to setanovelin the area.
( Inspired by Arthur Conan Doyle’s series about the fictional detective
Sherlock Holmes and his sidekick Dr Watson, writer August
_Derleth created detective Solar Ponsand DrLyndon
Parker, wholived at7b Praed Street.
Derleth published his firstbook about Solar Pons’s
"‘ escapades, In Re: Sherlock Holmes: The Adventures
{ of Solar Pons,in 1945.
Asfornumber 7, well, today it’s occupied by
| The Paddington Partnership—partofthe team behind
" -Explore Paddington. Clearly publishing runs through
. Praed Street’sveins.

PEVS S e WS .




COVER© WIKIMEDIA COMMONS; PLAQUE © SHUTTERSTOCK; ABEAR CALLED PADDINGTON © WIKIMEDIA COMMONS;

PRAED STREET SIGN © SHUTTERSTOCK; CLASSIC CINEMA © WIKIMEDIA COMMONS; THE MURDERS IN PRAED STREET
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1950:

Of course, asthe home

of Paddington Station,

Praed Streetis

synonymouswith

Paddington™ Bear.

Thelead character

in Michael Bond’s
children’sstoriesis

abearfrom Peru,who

meets the Brown family

shortly afterarriving at the station.
Bond’sfirstnovel, A Bear Called
Paddington,was publishedin 1958.
Lookoutforthe bronze bearstatue
inside the station.

Justas Paddingtonwas
arriving from Peru, the
celebrated D) Count Suckle
was arriving from Jamaica.
BornWilbert Campbell, the
DJwasone of 13 childrenwho
grewupinapoorpartof
Kingston, listening to speakers
blaring US big band tunes and
RnB hits. Influenced by the sounds,
Suckle soldrecords at gigs before
stowing away onabananaboatand
entering the UKin 1954. Shortly after
hearrived, hebegan DJ-ingin Notting
Hill. Fast forward to 1961, and he was

playing RnB, new ska and reggae at
Carnaby Street’s Roaring Twenties club,
attracting the likes of Mick Jagger.

In 1966 Suckle started his ownvenue,
Cue Clubat5aPraed Streetnoless,
nexttomodern-day PretaManger.
With a capacity for 700, the club played
new sounds from Jamaicaand Black
actssuch as The Drifters, Ben EKing
and)JimiHendrix—drawing Marvin
Gaye, Bob Marley and Muhammad Ali
tothe dance floor. The club triumphed
until the mid-1980s, after which Suckle
could be spotted driving his Rolls-
Royce around London.

1960~

Ayear after Suckle’s Cue Club opened,
the American authorlraLevin published
his 1967 fictional horror—and Praed
Street gotanother 15 minutes of fame.
Rosemary’s Baby followsacouple
livinginahaunted house whenthe
woman falls pregnant withademon
child. Five millionreadersread, There
wasahouseinLondon, on Praed Street,
inwhich five separate brutal murders took
placewithin 60years...Inasmallhouse
withashoponthestreetandanapartment
overhead.Thebookspawned notjust
the devilbutafilm, TV adaptationsand
printsequel, too.

Praed Street’s alleged connections
with Satan didn’t put off The Clash,

who hosted theirfirst auditionand
rehearsalinthe basementof 113-115
Praed Street. Who knew thatthe
British punkrockers—then made up
ofJoe Strummer, MickJones, Paul
Simonon, Keith Levene and Terry

Chimes—were playing beneath
the then Paddington Kitchen?
Keen Clash fans may wish to visit
the site, whichis now Zanchi
Korean Restaurant.

2023

PRAED STREET has always been streets ahead of its game,
and with major changes on their way, that will remain the
case forthe next 100 years and beyond.
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Happinessis...

The warmth of the sun on your back, the comforting scent of a pub or a cake eaten with
friends — whatever happiness means to you, you’ll find it here in Paddington

. SUMMERY SALADS

Vegemite salad? Rocket mustard
dressing? Saladsneedn’tbe boring
inPaddington. Beany Green serves
butternut squash mash, roast potato
and coriander pesto salads from
Monday to Friday at
lunchtime. Youcan
alsogorogueand
orderitsredsalad
with Vegemite
dressing.
Meanwhile,
Vapiano’s
inaugural summer
menu features beef
fillet salad with rocket mustard
dressing, which willkeep you going till
dinnertime. Ifyou preferalighter dish,
tryIt’s All Greek to Me’s Cretan salad,
made with dakos (barley rusks), Greek
feta, tomatoes and olivesdrizzled with
Greek extra-virgin olive oil.

Beany Green, Sheldon Square, W2 6EZ.
0207289 3344. daisygreenfood.com;
Vapiano, 50 Eastbourne Terrace,

W2 3PX. 020 7062 7743. uk.vapiano.
com; It’s All Greek to Me, 101 Praed St,
W2 1NT. 020 7402 5505.
itsallgreektome.london

.. FAST AND FRESH

\ELIER)

Whetheryou’re onabudgetor
adeadline, Paddington has plenty

of quick lunch spots. Keen to eat by
the canal? Then order Greek bites
from Torelli Pita Souvlaki, asilver
Airstream caravan, or streetfood from
Simply Shawarma, Holy Guacamole,
Rice Guys or Katsu Kingin Merchant
Square. Alternatively, grab a bite from
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20 Eastbourne Terrace’s ground floor
Rise Cafe or 17th floorrooftop; with its
potted plantsand city views, youwon’t
beinahurrytoreturntowork.Closerto
the station, you can orderorzo pasta
with caramelised onions from
family-run Lena’s Café. Sandro
meanwhileis popularwith office
workersandresidentsreturning
fortortillas served with asmile.

Torelli Pita Souvlaki, Canal Side Walk,
W2 1AS; Merchant Square, W2 1AJ.
0207298 2455. merchantsquare.co.uk;
Rise Café and rooftop at

20 Eastbourne Terrace,

W2 6LG.02035450855.
eastbourneterrace.
com; Lena’s Café,

83 Praed St, W2 INT.
0207402 7776.
lenascafe.com;

Sandro, 22 Spring St,
W2 1JA.0207723 9847.

.. CHEESE!

Justlike chocolate and strawberries, it’s
hardnottolove cheese. Fromage fanscan
gorgeonthestuffon The Cheese Bar’s
29m-long cheese barge. Asthe name
suggests, itsmenuisrather cheesy, with
dishesincludingrarebit, cheeseboards

Show us snaps of yourbestlocal dishes
#ExplorePaddington
paddington

@ inpaddington
£ inpaddingtc
M magazine@paddingtonnow.

and halfakilo of Baked Baron.The firm
champions British varieties such as
Londonshire, made by Wildes Cheesein
Tottenham, and mozzarella produced by

LaLatteriain Acton.Ifthe barge
isfully booked, dunk garlic bread
andmozzarellaaranciniinto
fondue at Zizzi next door, saving

space forits new Sticky Pig pizza.
The Cheese Barge, Sheldon Square, W2
6DL.07862001418.thecheesebar.com;
Zizzi, 17 Sheldon Square, W2 6EP.
0203302 1895. zizzi.co.uk.

. ALFRESCO DINING

Ifyou grewupinnorthern Europe, then
eating outside neverstopsfeeling
special. Dineamong plantsand parasols
onBondiGreen’sheated canalside
terrace, whichwas made forlazy
birthday lunches. Orderawood-fired
pizza and pairitwith Australian wine
fromits 120-bottle menu. Alternatively,
dineonWagamama’sterracein Sheldon
Square. Askltalian meanwhileistothe
south of Paddington Station. It may lack
awaterfront, butitssuntrap terrace and

VAPIANO © CHRISJOHNSON; KATSU KING © MERCHANT SQUARE; 71771 © Z1ZZI; THE CHEESE BARGE © SARAH RICHES;
ASKITALIAN © CREWE READ PHOTOGRAPHY; BONDI GREEN © THE PADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP; SAWYERS ARMS

©SAWYERS ARMS; THE GRAND DUCHESS © LONDON SHELL CO.; MILLE © CREWE READ PHOTOGRAPHY



IBOTARGIEET

Paramount
Lebanese Kitchen

new wraparound mural make up forit.
BondiGreen, 1-2 Canalside Walk, W2
1DG. 0203325 1340. daisygreenfood.
com; Wagamama, 3 Sheldon Square,
W2 6HY. wagamama.com. Ask Italian,
41-43 Spring St, W2 1JA. 020 3302 0915.
askitalian.co.uk.

.. COMFORT FOOD

Chilean alfajores and Vegemite salads
are allwelland good but sometimes
youjustwant something familiar. If
that’sthe case, headto Lockhousein
Paddington Basin for burgers, piesand
bangersand mash, or order pizza at
Heist Bank—we like the sound of the
ricotta, woodland mushroom and
watercress. Alternatively, crossthe
nearby footbridge andnabatable
outside The Union —itsflat-iron steak
ontoasted sourdough will keep you
going. Head southto Sawyers Arms
formore pub classicsincluding
slow-cooked porkbelly,or The Pride

of Paddington for pies. Vela Brasserie,
nearby, serves European comfortfood
suchasaubergine Parmigianaand a
messy Guilty Pleasure beefburger.
Therestaurantis co-owned by London
Irish rugby players Adam Coleman

and Agustin Creevy and the former
Barcelonafootballer Maximiliano
Gaston Lopez, soyou might spot
them —hopefully not while
you're eatingthat burger
though. Lockhouse, 3

Merchant Square, W2 TAZ.020
7706 4253. lockhouselondon.
com; Heist Bank, 5 North WharfRd,

W2 1LA. 0207723 8080. heistbank.
com; The Union, Sheldon Square,

W2 6EZ.020 7289 3063. paddington.
theunionbar.co.uk; Sawyers Arms,
8-9London St, W2 THL. 0207723 0685.
greeneking-pubs.co.uk; The Pride of
Paddington, 1-3 Craven Rd, W2 3RF.
0207402 2156. theprideofpaddington.
co.uk; Vela Brasserie, Sale Place, W2 1PH.
07389 715808. velabrasserie.co.uk.

.. THETASTE OFTHE SEA

Cravingfor crustaceans? Then book
atable onthe sunny alfresco deck of
London Shell Co’s staticboat, The
Grand Duchess.Theownersalsorun
itsneighbour, The Prince Regent,
which cruises from Paddington Basin
toCamdenandbackatlunchtime on
the weekend and overdinnerfrom
Wednesday to Saturday. ltsmenu
changes daily, butyou canbankon
freshly caught British seafood. If your
budgetdoesn’tstretch thatfar, order
the sambalsquidat Satay House, orpop
into Micky’s Fish & Chips off Praed
Street forits signature dishand eat
bythe canal. The Summerhouse’s
waterside terraceisideal formore
special occasions, asyou can order

~SWEET INDULGENCE

Spring Streetis the place tobeifyou
wanttoindulge your sweettooth.
Top marks go tonewcomer Hayat,
which meanslifein Turkish. It serves
flaky baklava drenchedin honeyand
scattered with crushed pistachios,
whichyou can eatoutsideinthe sun
withacupofteaonitstiledterrace.
Alternatively, the patisserie
Mille dishesup delicate yet
dinner plate-sized macarons,
cakes made up of multiple
layers of crépesand Asian-
inspired treats—think purple
potato mousse, dainty pastries
flavoured with the sweetroot vegetable
taro, gooey green tea brownies and soy
and mochatrifles. Meanwhile, Bonne
Bouche onPraed Streethasbeenthe
place to goto for party-pleasing
dessertsfor more than 50years. Enjoy
toothsome delights such as tiramisu,
atraditional German brezelo (pretzel)
—crispy onthe outside, softonthe
inside.You canalsoorderapple pie

platters of

prawns,

oystersand

popcorn

shrimp.

The Grand

Duchess, Sheldon

Square, W2 6PY. 07553 033636.
londonshellco.com; The Prince
Regent, Sheldon Square, W2 6PY.
07553 033636.londonshellco.com;
Satay House, 13 Sale Place, W2 1PX.
0207723 6763. satayhouse.com;
Micky’s Fish & Chips, 29 Norfolk Place,
W2 10H.0207723 2384, The
Summerhouse, opposite 60
Blomfield Rd, W9 2PA. 020 7286 6752.
thesummerhouse.co.

andagenerousslice of gateauxif
you’ve got somethingto celebrate.
Hayat, 6 Spring St, W2 3RA. 020 7402
7265. hayatrestaurant.co.uk; Mille,
8a Spring St, W2 3RA.020 7018 7667.
patisseriemille.com; Bonne Bouche,
129-131Praed St, W2 1RL.020 7724
5784.bonnebouche.co.uk.
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After alfresco drinks with a summer vibe? With canalside
bars, rooftop clubs and beer gardens, Paddington’s got you
covered. Here are our top 15 spots

WATERSIDEWONDERS

Deadlines, childcare oryour flighthome
suddenly seem faraway whenyou're
sippingaspritzinthe sun, watching
ducksleavingtrails of ripples behind
them. Fortunately, barsline
Paddington’s Grand Union
Canal,beginningin

Paddington Basin.

Afteravegan pint
atBrewDog,
amblealongthe
canal path for
drinksaboard
Darcie & May
Green,which
serves cocktails
asspirited asits
popartexterior.

Smith’s Bar & Grillis
alittlefurtheralong. If

you're celebrating, bookits

new bottomlessbrunchon

Fridays and Saturdays and sup Bellinis
onitswaterside terrace.

If Smith’sis fullybooked, thentrythe
orange winesat Vagabond,afewdoors
down.Withits notes of elderflowerand
bergamot, VagabondWinery’s 2021
DiosMio—Bacchusisassummery as
awildflower meadow. The Union also
pridesitselfonits Old World wines, but if
you prefer,you canendyoureveningover
figmarmalade cocktailsat The Waterway.

BrewDog, Harbet Rd, W2 1A]. brewdog.com;

Darcie & May Green, Sheldon Square, W2
6DS. 0203935 9045. daisygreenfood.
com; Smith’s Bar & Grill, 25 Sheldon
Square, W2 6EY. smithsbarandgrill.co.
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uk; Vagabond, 6a Sheldon Square, W2 6EZ.
0204599 8611.vagabondwines.co.uk;
The Union, Sheldon Square, W2 6EZ.020
7289 3063. paddington.theunionbar.
co.uk; The Waterway, 54 Formosa St,
W92JU.0207266 3557.
thewaterway.co.uk.

INHIGH SPIRITS
Whenitcomesto
rooftop bars,
Paddington hits
the high notes.
Fordrinkswith
acityvibe,watch
theworld go by
overabloody
Mary ortwoon
the balcony of
ThePilgrmboutique
hotel.Larger groups
should make for Skylark
RoofGarden.Perchedonthe 10th
floor ofanoffice building, itsviews stretch
acrossthe city, while sunshine-yellow
parasols, flowerbeds and stripy blue and
white cushions giveitabeachyvibe.
Thebeachiscloserthanyouthink—just
nextdoorinfact. Themedaroundthe
Mexicanresort of Tulum, the two-storey
barandstreetfood hub Pergola
Paddington featuresasand pit, cabanas
andAcapulco chairs—so tequilashots
aretheorderofthe dayhere.
The Pilgrm, 25 London St, W2 THH.
thepilgrm.com; Skylark Roof Garden, 4
Kingdom St, W2 6BD. skylarkroofgarden.
co.uk; Pergola Paddington, 5 Kingdom
St, W2 6PY. pergolapaddington.com.

Smith’s Bar & Grill

SECRET GARDENS
Paddingtonis blessed with beer gardens
—youjustneedtoknowwhere tolook.
Tucked between offices, Prince of
Wales’ gardenis hiddenin plain sight.
It’sapopularspot forafter-work drinks;
orderajugof Pimm’sand bagone of
the picnictables beneath the hanging
baskets. Fountains Abbeyisanother
alternative foranalfresco catchup, as
its canopy shelters picnic tables, which
are spruced up with cascading blooms.
Prefer somewhere more intimate?
Thenseekout Roseate House London,
aboutique hotel near Hyde Park.
Its cream townhouse facade conceals
alittle-known courtyard garden
frequented by the hotel’s guests
andin-the-knowlocalswhovisit for

Darcie &May.Green
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its cocktails. Alternatively, swing by
HotelIndigo’s Garden Terrace,adeck
illuminated by warm lighting which
openedin 2022. Prince of Wales,

2 Cleveland Terrace, W2 6LH.020 7706
7040. princeofwalespaddington.co.uk;
Fountains Abbey, 109 Praed St, W2 1RL.
0207723 2364.greeneking-pubs.co.uk;
Roseate House London, 3 Westbourne
Terrace, W2 3UL. 020 7479 6600.
roseatehotels.com; Hotel Indigo,

16 London St, W2 THL. 020 7706 4444.
indigopaddington.com.

TOPTERRACES
Vases of flowers, strings of light bulbs
and plump cushions are all signs of an
invitingterrace,andyou’llfind all three
in Paddington.

Oneofthearea’stop picks hasto
be Askltalian, whichisframedbyan
archoflemon treesand astripy green
canopy.Sitatatable nearbyandsipits

Pergola
Paddington

new Lemon Drop spritz, whichis
ablendoflocal gin, Sanpellegrino
limonataand Prosecco.

Sawyers Arms andtheairline-
themed sportsbar The Sussex Arms
arejustone streetaway. Onsunny
evenings, sipapinton The Sussex
Arms’ alfresco terrace orsit beneath
Sawyers Arms’ hanging baskets.

Hucksteralsohasaseatingarea
outside, whichis shaded by office
buildings. The hipsterbarand street
food hub’soutdoortables overlook
atranquillandscaped garden which
winds down Kingdom Street.

Ask Italian, 41-43 Spring St, W2 1JA.
0203302 0915. askitalian.co.uk.
Sawyers Arms, 8-9 London St, W2 THL.
0207723 0685. greeneking-pubs.co.
uk; The SussexArms, 21 London St, W2
THL. 0207723 1026. sussexarms.com;
Huckster, 4 Kingdom St, W2 6BD.
hucksterlondon.co.uk.

Tagusinyour summer pics of Paddington
#ExplorePaddington ®magazine@paddingtonnow.co.uk
¥ @inpaddington@ inpaddington g inpaddington

The Pilgrm’s
terrace

Skylark Roof Garden
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Community spirit

Whether you live or work in Paddington or are just
visiting, chances are you've benefited from a friendly face
such as a stranger helping you with directions, or a local
litter picker waving good morning. Meet the people behind
those smiles and discover how you can repay their kindness

TAKE HEART

As the beating heart of W2, Paddington
Central is committed to giving back to
the community. That’s why it set up the
Paddington Central Community Fund
in 2021 —so its businesses can donate
to community organisations via The
London Community Foundation.

The result? Donors such as the
developers British Land and CC Land,
fintech firm Finastra, internet security
company Trend Micro and the non-profit
organisation Vertex Foundation —which
helps people with serious diseases—raised
£50,000 in the first fundraising round.

Thanks to them, Paddington Arts,
Middle Eastern Women and Society
Organisation, Hammersmith Community
Garden and Marylebone Bangladesh
Society received funding for after-school
clubs, English classes for migrants and a
day trip for older people, which impacted
the lives of more than 400 Londoners.
Unfold also benefited, using the £9,980
it received to mentor 40 asylum seekers
in Westminster. paddingtoncentral.com.

CLEAN LIVING

The people of Paddington were among
a billion others who took partin eco
initiatives around the world in April

to honour Earth Day, an annual event
that champions the importance of
protecting our eco system. Eighty two
volunteers from 14 local companies
removed 11 buckets of litter from the
water around Paddington Basin. The
volunteers’ two canine captains gave a
woof of approval. thisispaddington.com.
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BURSTING WITH PRIDE

Join the people of Paddington in
taking pride in their shop fronts and
doorways on 26 June. Sweep your
entrance, plant some blooms and join
PaddingtonNow BID in a community
litter pick to tidy up the streets.
paddingtonnow.co.uk.

BEE KIND

Keen to do its bit, in May the office
building The Point installed beehives
onits roof, and will donate the honey to
its customers. Meanwhile, The Prince
of Wales is selling honey made from its
four rooftop beehives. Proceeds go to
the mental health charity MIND and
Marie Curie, which supports people
who are terminally ill. The Point,

37 North Wharf Rd, W2 1AF. 020 7813
7931. thepointpaddington.com;

The Prince of Wales, 2 Cleveland
Terrace, W2 6LH. 020 7706 7040.
princeofwalespaddington.co.uk.

)N
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A HELPING HAND
Searching for more meaning in your
life? Then consider volunteering. Each
year, The Paddington Partnership’s
community programme places 1,500
volunteers from local businesses into
50 charities, schools and community
groups. Companies subscribe annually,
while new teams can pay as you go. As
well as offering IT support and leading
mock interviews, volunteers may
redecorate community centres or
enhance play areas. It’s not all hard
work —volunteers also host quizzes to
help other people keep loneliness at bay.
Events took place to mark King
Charles’ big day in May. Colleagues
from Sony Pictures, Derwent London
and Tapestry in the Brunel Building
hosted afternoon tea — complete with
sausage rolls, Scotch eggs, royal bingo
and a patriotic sing-a-long — for 40
guests at Housing 21’s Penfold Court
complex on Church Street. Marks
& Spencer’s employees meanwhile
prepared a Coronation-themed lunch
for 30 at the retirement home, which
included cucumber sandwiches, Eton
mess, scones and cupcakes — plus the
chance to win royal-themed boxes
of tea and biscuits. Both companies
have got the volunteering bug —and
are planning more eventsin the
coming months.
To volunteer corporate staff, email
volunteer(Qthisispaddington.com.
If you'd like to volunteer as a resident,
please email info(@onewestminster.
org.uk.

LITTERPICKING © THE PADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP; BEEHIVE © SHUTTERSTOCK



LET’S BE
FRIENDS

Neighbours enjoy
20% off dining*

*excludes Tony Page
at Island Grill

Come and discover our restaurants and bars
From authentic, award-winning cuisine at Nipa Thai to an indulgent
Afternoon Tea or expertly-crafted cocktails in our relaxed Lounge
Bar; there's always something to savour at Rovyal Lancaster London.

020 7551 6000 | dine@royallancaster.com | royallancaster.com




Crvic centre

They say change is the only constant in life, and that’s certainly true in
Paddington. Discover more about the area’s future, from a soon-to-launch
public piazza to an amphitheatre that’s been transformed

sthehome ofa Georgian canal
and Victorianrailway terminus,
Paddington haslongbeen

associated with people from all walks
of life comingand going.

Butit’s notjustits people that have
been changing places —itslandscape
has been changing, too.

Over the past 20 years, contemporary
developments such as Merchant
Square and Paddington Central
have transformed the neighbourhood.
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When the area’s latest development,
Paddington Square, opens this year, it
will be the capital’s newest landmark.

It promises to revive the area around
the south side of Paddington Station.

Designed by Renzo Piano Building
Workshop —the team behind The Shard
in London Bridge —the 18-storey
building features a transparent glazing
facade to enhance the incredible views
of London’s skyline and maximise
daylight throughout the building.

[Paddipstomisquateseen
[abovapaddipstoniStation

Beneath the property there will
be a new, spacious ticket hall for the
Bakerloo line. This, along with step-
free access to all levels, promises to
revolutionise travellers’ experience
at Paddington.

Atwo-storey shopping centre will
also sit beneath the building, home to
40 shops, cafés, bars and restaurants
opening in autumn. Restaurants will
line The Street behind the Mercure
Paddington hotel as well.



PADDINGTON SQUARE AND PADDINGTON STATION © THE PADDINGTON PARTNERSHIP;

PADDINGTON SQUARE © HUFTON+CROW; THEBOX © BRITISHLAND

Two transparent, scenic lifts will
whisk diners from The Street to
arooftop restaurant on the building’s
17th and 18th floors, which will feature
aleafy terrace overlooking Hyde Park
and Westminster.

The mixed-use building’s 14 remaining
floors will be used as offices, which were
largely completed at the end of 2022.
They will be the new home of the
financial services firm Capital Group,
the sustainable packaging brand DS
Smith and the home improvement
company Kingfisher. There will also
be a 1,394sqm space on level two,
known as The Exchange, which forms
the social hub of the building.

Outside, a new 1.35-acre public square
the size of 20 tennis courts will be
enhanced with seats, trees and
permanent artworks to encourage
visitors to linger. The works include
a freestanding monumental 3D
abstract work by Ugo Rondinone and
aphotographic installation featuring
and celebrating the NHS service’s
workers by Catherine Yass.

It’s all change over on the Paddington
Central campus, too. Work began on
revamping the Sheldon Square
amphitheatre in April 2022, which is
now open in time for summer.

Visitors will notice its new, curved
seating and flowing lines, while regulars
will appreciate the increase in seating

\EhEelBOX

capacity —making it that bit easier to
find a sunny spotin which to eat your
lunchtime sandwich.

In addition to the trees that line the
amphitheatre’s canalside, a water
feature and more than 40 perennial
blooms and shrubs have been added
—and not just for aesthetic reasons. The
new elements will increase biodiversity
and improve air quality, too.

Alarger performance space will also
be welcome, allowing for regular public
events such as free Wimbledon or film
screenings in the summer.

The public are at the heart of this
refurbished civic square, so it’s only right
thatit’s accessible to all. That’s why you
may notice a new ramp, textured paving,
handrails and improved lighting —so
everyone can listen to the trickle of
water, watch tennis champ Emma
Raducanu ace a match orinhale the
sweet aroma of the new flowers.

Flowers aren’t the square’s only source
of colour, as Adam Nathaniel Furman’s

orePaddington
npaddington
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new artwall, "Abundance”, will soon
arrive on the South Walkway.

Elsewhere in Paddington Central,
British Land has begun to transform
the space beneath 5 Kingdom Street
into a new distribution centre.

The plans were given the green light
after British Land commissioned
research by the Centre for London
and University College London about
the demand for last-mile deliveriesin
city centres.

Dubbed The Box, the 11,240sqm
logistics hub will mean HGVs and
vans arriving into London will be able
to unload their goods on to smaller
electric vehicles and cargo bikes
—which will deliver them to recipients
in central London.

Really, the initiative is a no-brainer,
as it will make roadsin zone 1 less
congested and therefore safer. Vans
have been struggling to deliver parcels
on London’s narrow roads for decades,
and cargo bikes are 1.6 times faster
according to a report co-written by
the ecargo bike logistics’ company
Pedal Me and the University of
Westminster —so we can all expect
to receive our deliveries quicker.

By removing 100 large vans from
Westminster each day, the game-
changing logistics hub will also
improve London’s air quality and
slash the city’s carbon emissions,
with research indicating that it will
save triple the amount of carbon
which Hyde Park’s trees absorb.

The project will create 500 new
jobs and training opportunities, too.

Construction is expected to finish
in 2026, and it’s part of a wider plan for
logisticsin London —so in the words
of the American singer/songwriter
Sam Cooke, A Change is Gonna Come.
Paddington Square, W2. Shops 07919
301381, restaurants 07557 449633.
paddingtonsquare.co.uk. Paddington
Central, W2 6AE. paddingtoncentral.
com; 5 Kingdom St, W2 6BD. 020 7486
4466. britishland.com.

SUMMER/AUTUMN 2023 27



iRoseate HousellLondon

Sweet dreams

Whether you’re in London for business, a night out with friends or to celebrate an
anniversary, Paddington has a place for you. Here’s our pick of the area’s dream sleeps

BESTFOR:AHEALTHY BREAK
Wakingupin crisp white sheets with
sunlight flooding through Victorian
windows, taking a Pilates class, eating
vegandishesorreadingabookina
mid-centuryrattan chairarejustsome of
the simple delightsyou can experience
when staying at Inhabit.

Its 88 rooms, library and restaurant
are decked outin soothing Scandi-cool
greys, making themasrelaxing asits
wellness centre, Inhale. Staying here will
be good foryou—andforotherstoo.In
January 2023, the hotel was awarded
aBCorp certificate because of its
commitmentto beaforce forgood,
reflectedinits environmentalinitiatives,
mindfulnesstraining for staffand workwith
social enterprises. 25-27 Southwick St,
W2 1JQ.0207723 7723.inhabithotels.com.

BESTFOR: AROMANTIC
WEEKEND AWAY

Builtin 1842 asthree townhouses,
Roseate House Londonis now
aGradell-listed boutique hotel with 48
roomsandsuites. Ifyou’re celebrating,
orderafternoonteainits courtyard
garden, cocktailsin The Hyde restaurant
andbar, orbookits new private dining or
meeting room, Club Privé, which seats
10.Smartandstylish, it featuresvelvet
chairsin earthy tones, floor-to-ceiling
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curtainsand abstractand surreal works
by the Delhi-based duo Thukral & Tagra,
who are inspired by the gaming world.
3 Westbourne Terrace, W2 3UL. 020
7479 6600. roseatehouselondon.com.

BESTFOR: ASTYLISH STAY
Roman-style white columnsand
agleaming marble hallway greetyou
asyouarrive in Prime Inn. The grand
townhouseis nestled onleafy Sussex
Gardens, whichisjustashortstroll
from Norfolk Square Gardens. Inside,

~m' nete

matching bedside lampsand piles of
cushionsonthe bed give the hotel
ahomelyfeel,whilelarge Victorian
windows make the bedrooms brim
with lighton summery mornings.
292 Sussex Gardens, W2 TUH.

BESTFOR: ABUSINESS TRIP
Large bedroomwindows overlooking
Norfolk Square Gardens and murals of
locallandmarks such as Little Venice
remindyou thatyou’rein Paddington
whenyoustay at Hotel Indigo. Part of
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Have you stayed at one of these hotels?

f

the InterContinental Hotel Group, the
four-star boutique hotel’sroomsare
decoratedinmulberryand autumnal
hues,and come with avoice-controlled
Al concierge withinteractive
touchscreen. In addition to four meeting
rooms, ithasa24-hourfitnesscentre, a
Bellaltaliarestaurantandaterrace with
pottedplantsandlatticed screens for
privacy. 16 London St, W2 THL. 020 7706
4444. indigopaddington.com.

BESTFOR:

ANAFFORDABLE TREAT
Originally four Victorian townhouses and
thenabedand breakfast, the Grade ll-
listed St David’s Hotelsis proud toreveal
theresults ofitslatesttransformation,
whichissettobe completeinjune.White
wallshave been givenapop of colour
with rose pinkwallpaper, while mustard
tasselled lampshades cast a soft glow
overthe beds.Butsome things will never
change:its original stained glass, high
ceilings, cornicing and fireplaces as well
asthewrought-ironJulietbalconiesand
views of Norfolk Square Gardens. 74-20
Norfolk Square, W2 1RS. 020 7723 3856.
stdavidshotels.com.

BESTFOR:

PANORAMIC VIEWS
Asunshine-yellow mural depicting
illustrations of Big Ben and The Shard
provide apop of colourin the lobby
ofthe new 393-room Premier Inn
Paddington.

Butforthe bestviewsof London’s
landmarks, you’llwantto bookaroom
ononeofthe upperlevelsof this 19-
storey hotel.

Justasaunteraway from Paddington
Basin, the propertyisideal forweekend
breaks, businesstravellers orlocalswho
are keentotry Bar+Block Steakhouse,
whichisdecoratedlike alogcabin.

Justwantadrink? Then popinand
take astoolatits copper-coloured
countertop. North WharfRd, W2 1LF.
0300373 0052. premierinn.com.

AHEAD OF THE PACK

BESTFOR: ABUDGETBED
Sleep easy. Ifyou're satisfied with
acomfybedandaquietroom,then

you can look forward to spending
anightinthe affordable easyHotel
London Paddington, whichis currently
undergoinga £1m refurbishment.

10 Norfolk Place, W2 1QL. 020 7706
9911. easyhotel.com.

BEST FOR: CRASHING
AFTERANIGHTOUT

InLondon foranight out? Then book
aroomabove the aviation-themed pub
The Sussex Arms. Spread overthree
floors, its eightrooms have akitchen,
diningtable andleather touchesto bring
warmth to the minimalist décor. Four of
theroomsalsohaveasofabed. 27 London
St W2 1HL.0207723 1026.sussexarms.com.

Heathrow Express haslaunched a series of flms to honourits 25th birthday,
asithasbeenwhisking passengers between Paddington Station and Heathrow
Airportsince 1998. The Luggage Diariescelebrateits passengers and their
preciousluggage, froma cellist to asurferand a horologist. Other passengers
have carried everything from a didgeridoo to a sombrero and a cactus from
Arizona.What’s the strangest thing you’ve ever packed in your suitcase? Tell us
onsocial media. Towatch the films, search for The Luggage Diaries on YouTube.

heathrowexpress.com.
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Paddington Square
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Meet Jonathan Ring, development director at Sellar,

who is leading the project

If you had three wishes for Paddington,
what would they be? More and better
shops and restaurants, a new public
square and a less crowded Bakerloo
line perhaps?

Thenyou're not the only one. The
developer behind Paddington Square,
Sellar, is shaking things up outside
Paddington Station.

The firm’s development director,
Jonathan Ring, specialises in mixed-use
propertiesin central London. After
heading up the over station
developments for Crossrail, he joined
Sellar to lead Paddington Square —
asignificant project that will transform
the area around Paddington Station
and affect W2’s growth and
development for decades to come.

For Jonathan, the future is now. Here
he shares with us aninsightinto
tomorrow’s world.

Why did Sellar choose Paddington
for such alandmark project?
Paddington has arich history of
commerce and innovation. The Grand
Union Canal has connected the capital
with the Midlands, facilitating trade,
since the 1700s; Paddington Station was
way ahead of its time when it was built,
and now it’s home to the Elizabeth line.

Yet the experience of exiting
Paddington Station has long been
poor and the area had few good quality
shops. Paddington was seen as more
of a place to pass through than
a destination.

We saw an opportunity. We wanted to
establish a new entrance to Paddington
Station and gateway to London for
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travellers from Heathrow. We did this by
creating a new piazza with retail, dining
and workspace, and a new ticket hall for
the Bakerloo line with step-free access

and more space to address overcrowding.

How did you adapt Paddington
Square for the post-pandemic world?
We were midway through building
Paddington Square when the pandemic
hit. That afforded opportunities to

evolve the designin response to the
evolution of working patterns and
the increased demand for socially and
environmentally conscious buildings.

We introduced touch-free access
and a new social hub for office
occupiers, and designed the offices
with natural materials and plants. We
have prioritised wellbeing, flexibility
and collaboration to suit various
working styles.

The project has circa 40 shops and
restaurants, terraces and open spaces

)

so workers can choose how they

spend their day. Being adjacent to

one of London’s best connected
transport hubs minimises the need

for secondary journeys while the canal
and local parks provide leafy commuting
routes. Paddington Square’s 530
bicycle spaces, lockers and showers
support cyclists and pedestrians.

Tell us about Paddington Square’s
public space

Our ambition is to make Paddington
Square an outstanding place for
people to work and visit, adding new
life to the neighbourhood.

When you exit Paddington Station,
you will see a ‘levitating’ building —
Paddington Square. The building

will appear to float above 1.35 acres
of new public realmincluding a
piazza, which will create a spacious
entrance to the station. Enhanced with
seating, trees and a wall of plants, the
piazza will be inviting, accessible and
enjoyable for all.
A pedestrian footbridge defines
the entrance to the new Bakerloo
line entrance, ticket hall and
shopping centre.
There will also be shops and
restaurants on street level that will
be sheltered by the main building’s
canopy. They’ll be brought to life with
alfresco seating and public art, creating
another dynamic public space that will
become a destination in its own right.

Paddington Square will openin
2023. For more information, visit
paddingtonsquare.co.uk.

PADDINGTON SQUARE © HUFTON +CROW; PUBLIC ART IN PADDINGTON

PADDINGTON SQUARE © SELLAR;JONATHAN RING © JONATHAN RING;
© CREWEREAD PHOTOGRAPHY
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