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PADDINGTON HISTORY

Who knew the inventor of
the red telephone box lived in
Paddington? Sir Giles Gilbert
Scott is just one of 25 local
legends whose former homes
are marked by a plaque, says
Sarah Riches. How many
can you find?

istory buffs have English

Heritage to thank for the

commemorative plaques
that mark the homes of notable
people fromthe past.

The Society of Artssetup the
schemein 1866 and London County
Counciltookitoverinthe early 1900s,
formalising the stylein 1921 —the
oldestplaques have patterned borders
andare sometimesbrown orpurple,
while today they’re blue ceramic circles.

The Greater London Council took
responsibility forthe plaquesinthe
1960s, later creating a plate to mark
the former hayloft where the Cato
Street Conspiracy to assassinate the
Prime Minister and his cabinet was
foiledin 1820. Look out forit behind
Grosvenor Casino The Victoria,
London off Edgware Road.

English Heritage took over the
schemein 1986.Seniorblue plaques
historian, Howard Spencer, says:
‘London’sblue plaques scheme has
beenrecognising the achievements of
notable menand women of history for
more than 150 years. More than 950
plaqueslook outfrom addressesacross
the capital, atestamentto the vast
numbers of remarkable individuals
who have called London home for
atime. The scheme celebrates the
important links between people
and place; when the publicwander
the capital’s streetsandlook up at
these plaques, they are walkingin
the footsteps of the extraordinary
figureswho lived and workedin
thesevery spaces.’

W2’s 25 plaques each tell tales
of Paddington’s past—but they cut
alongstoryalittletooshort.
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1880 ~1960
Architect
designed this house
1891-|9§8R . - e : and lived here
Lyric Tenor i i 3 § 1926 ~ 1960

ived here in flat 29;
: ]947-1948a J

OHerthaAyrton °Tommy Handley
(1854-1923) (1892-1949) MORE‘ pLAQUES
The physicistdiscovered Ascriptwriterand comedian for FOR WOMEN?

thatelectricarclightsflickered the 1940s BBCradio programme Then nominate names on
because oxygen was mixing with It’s That Man Again. www.english-heritage.
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1881-1955
piscoverReD PENICILLIN
IN THE SECOND STOREY
ROOM ABOVE THIS
PLAQUE

Fleming plaque © Shutterstock; Blue plaques © English Heritage

carbon.Herwork helped create
the Ayrton fan, which was used
todispel poisonin World War|
trenches. 47 Norfolk Square
Gardens, W2 1RX.

e SirJames Barrie
(1860-1937)

The novelistbehind Peter Pan,
whichwasfirst performedin
1904. Look out fora Peter Pan
statueinKensington Gardens
nearby, where the storyis set.
100 Bayswater Rd, W2 3H].

9 Lady VioletBonham
Carter (1887-1969)

The grandmotherof actress
HelenaBonham Carter
andthe daughterofaPrime
Minister (HH Asquith), Bonham
Carterwasthe firstfemale
president of the Liberal Party and
was lateractive inthe House of
Lords. 43 Gloucester Square,
W22TQ.

o Lord Randolph
Churchill (1849-1895)

Winston Churchill’sfatherwasa
progressive Conservative politician
who attracted working-classvotes.
Helaterbecame Secretary of State
forIndia. 2 Connaught Place, W2 2ET.

e Alexander Fleming
(1881-1955)

Ifyou’ve everneeded penicillin
thenyou have this bacteriologist
tothank.While Fleming’sblue
plaqueisinChelsea,apurple
plaqueisdedicated towhereitwas
discoveredin St Mary’s Hospital.
Praed St, W2 INY.

o Sir Edward Frankland
(1825-1899)

Astudentof RobertBunsen—the
chemistwhoinventedthe Bunsen
burner—Franklandlecturedin
chemistry at St Bartholomew’s
Hospital. Inlater life he studied
riverpollutionandwater
purification,andwasone of three
chemiststo discoverhelium.

14 Lancaster Gate, W2 3LH.

34 CravenRd, W2 3QA.

e Francis Bret Harte
(1836-1902)

Ajournalist, playwrightand poet,
American Harteis best known for
writing about the Californian
goldrush.

74 Lancaster Gate, W2 3NH.

OAIexander Herzen
(1812-1870)

AsaRussian exile, Herzen
established the Free Russian
Press. Itsliberal publications
criticised the Russian government
inanattempttoimprove therights
of its serfs (slave-like farmers).
1Orsett Terrace, W2 6AH.

@ sirRowland Hill
(1795-1879)

Hillintroduced affordable pre-paid
adhesive stamps, making the
postal service quickerand
accessible to the masses. His
reformsalso meantsenders paid
forpost, ratherthanrecipients.
10rme Square, W2 4RS.

@Susan Lawrence
(1871-1947)

Once aConservative, Lawrence
wasinfluenced by trade unionists
andlaterbecame one of the first
three female Labour MPs. She also
helpedtoimprove the lives of
female factory workers.

44 Westbourne Terrace, W2 3UH.

@John (1783-1843)
andJane Loudon
(1807-1858)

Janewrote gardening booksin
anaccessible style,whichshe
illustrated herself. Through her
work she metherhusbandjJohn,
awell-known botanistand
horticultural publisher.

3 Porchester Terrace, W2 3TH.

@Charles Manby
(1804-1884)

Asacivilengineer, Manby
engineeredthefirstiron steamer
to crossthe English Channeland

org.uk

advised on the construction of the
SuezCanal in Egypt.
60 Westbourne Terrace, W2 3UJ.

@John Masefield
(1873-1967)

While Masefield wrote children’s
novelssuch as The Midnight Folk
and The Box of Delights, heis
mostremembered forbeing Poet
Laureate from 1930 until his death.
30MaidaAve, W2 5BB.

@Alice Meynell

(1847-1922)

Meynellwasapoet. Shealsowrote
for The Spectatorabouttopics
such asfeminism, Catholicism
and Europeanimperialism.

47 Palace Court, W2 4LS.

@ Dame Lucie Rie
(1902-1995) The potter made
ceramic buttons, jewellery, bowls
and bottleswhich are displayed
inareconstruction of herformer
Albion Mews studioin the Victoria
and Albert Museum.

18 Albion Mews, W2 2BA.

QOIive Schreiner
(1855-1920) A South African author
whomadeaname forherselfwith
The Story ofan African Farmand
From Man to Man or Perhaps Only.
16 Portsea Place, W2 2BL.

@Sir Giles Gilbert Scott
(1880-1960) The architect behind
Battersea Power Station, the
House of Commons, Cambridge
University Library, Liverpool
Cathedralandthe UK’sbelovedred
telephone boxes. He also designed
hishomein Paddington. Chester
House, Clarendon Place, W2 2NP.

@William Henry Smith
(1825-1891)

William who? The name WH Smith
mightbe more familiarto you

—Smith expanded his family-run
newsagents by selling newspapers
atrailway stations, before becoming
anMP. 12 Hyde Park St, W2 2JN.

@ Robert Stephenson
(1803-1859)

Engineer Stephenson helped
constructathird ofthe UK’s
railway system, and laterbecame
an MP.

35 Gloucester Square, W2 2DT.

@SirWiIIiam Sterndale
Bennett(1816-1875)
Ateacheratthe Royal Academy
of Music, Bennettwas a pianist
and composer. He directed the
Philharmonic Society foradecade
thenbecame arespected music
professoratthe University of
Cambridge. 38 Queensborough
Terrace, W2 3SH.

@ Marie Taglioni (1809-1884)
The Swedish balletdancer
performedatthe Paris Opera
andwith the Imperial Balletin St
Petersburg. 14 Connaught Square,
W2 2HG.

@ Richard Tauber
(1891-1948) An Austrian tenor
who performedinoperas such
asMozart’s The Magic Fluteand
Puccini’stragedy, La Bohéme.
Park West, Edgware Rd, W2 TQN.

@ Lokamanya Tilak
(1856-1920)
Acontemporary of Gandhi,
Tilak was an Indian philosopher
who campaignedforindian
independence. 10 Howley
Place, W2 1XA.

@SirCharles Vyner
Brooke (1874-1963)
VynerBrooke was the lastrajah,
ormonarch, of Sarawakin Borneo,
(nowMalaysia). 13 Albion St, W2 2AS.
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